
for Better Smartphone 
Photographs 

5 Tips 
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Don’t Zoom!
When you zoom, 
you lose picture 
quality. !
Just get closer! !
!

1. TIP:!
You can crop the 
photo later. This 
way, your picture 
won’t be grainy or 
blurry.!



Use the Rule of Thirds!
!

2.



Your eyes will naturally rest on 
these lines or grids, not on the 
center of a photo.!

Rule of Thirds!
!



Try to place your 
subject 

at one of these 4 
circles 



Use the Rule of Thirds!
!



Use the Rule of Thirds!
!
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Use the Rule of Thirds!
!



Use the Rule of Thirds!
!



Use the Rule of Thirds!
!



Smartphones are not great with low 
light. (Most indoor shots are low light.)!
!

Go outside for the best photos.!
!

If you must shoot inside, shoot near a 
window. Take the photo with your back 
to the window.!
!

Don’t use a flash.  They cause a yellow 
light or shadows in your photo. !

Use Natural Light!3. 



Take LOTs of shots! 
!

Practice makes perfect!
!

Take several shots of your subject 
to increase your chance of getting 
the perfect photo.

4.
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Vertical or  
Horizontal?

5.
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Large 
photos look 

better 
when  
placed 

horizontally 







Horizontal is usually the  
best  way to frame photo
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Vertical  
photos are  

a better 
fit for  

the  
columns
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Sports  
photos 
usually  

look  
better 
when  

framed 
vertically 
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You decide!

Which way?
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AsSIgNMeNT
Practice taking photos using the 5 tips 
Remember: 
1. Don’t zoom. Get close to your subject. 
2. Use the rule of thirds. 
3. Use natural light. 
4. Take lots of shots! 
5. Decide whether horizontal or vertical is 

best.  
!
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